
 

TToooollbbooxx  SSaaffeettyy  TTaallkkss  
HHeeaavvyy  EEqquuiippmmeenntt  --  FFoooottiinngg  

 

 

Rockwood Casualty Insurance Company (Rockwood) may provide safety management services to its insureds in order to 

reduce the risk of loss that may lead to insurance claims.  The information and advice we provide is not intended to include all 
possible safety measures and controls.  Rockwood does not warrant that losses and claims will be avoided or mitigated if our 
recommendations are followed.  The safety management services we provide do not relieve the insured of its own duties and 

obligations with regard to safety matters, nor does Rockwood guarantee to the insured or others that the insured’s property 
and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, regulations or standards.  The insured remains 
responsible for its own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal counsel and safety 

professionals, of its own choosing, as it deems appropriate. 
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1)   What are the hazards involved with poor footing and handrails on heavy equipment? 

a. Slips, trips, and falls resulting in serious injuries 

 

2)   What hazards should you look for prior to mounting or dismounting? 

a. Damaged or worn steps & handrails 

b. Oil on the steps 

c. Icy steps and handrails 

d. Boot condition 

 

3)   What safe practices should be used to prevent slips and falls from equipment? 

a. Ensure the steps to your cab or operator's position are sturdy, in good repair, and 

equipped with handholds that can be used all the way to the cab 

b. Always maintain three points of contact when entering or exiting a machine. (Two 

feet and one hand, or two hands and one foot in contact with the ladder and rails at 

all times) 

c.  If not already on the steps, acquire and apply slip resistant abrasive material to 

slick metal steps 

d. Be aware of conditions that often lead to slips—such as rain, mud, and oily boots 

e. Pay complete attention when going up and down the steps 

f. Make sure you have adequate traction on your boots 

 

4)   Do we have any equipment with steps or handrails in need of repair? 

5)   Who do we report these issues to? 

6)   Everyone look at the bottom of their boots, do you need a new pair? 

7)   Has anyone had an accident or near-miss due to slipping off of your machine? 

8)   Can someone demonstrate and explain the three points of contact rule? 
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