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TToooollbbooxx  SSaaffeettyy  TTaallkkss  
BBlloocckkiinngg  EEqquuiippmmeenntt  IIII  

 

 Rockwood Casualty Insurance Company (Rockwood) may provide safety management services to its insureds in order to 

reduce the risk of loss that may lead to insurance claims.  The information and advice we provide is not intended to include all 
possible safety measures and controls.  Rockwood does not warrant that losses and claims will be avoided or mitigated if our 
recommendations are followed.  The safety management services we provide do not relieve the insured of its own duties and 

obligations with regard to safety matters, nor does Rockwood guarantee to the insured or others that the insured’s property 
and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, regulations or standards.  The insured remains 
responsible for its own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal counsel and safety 

professionals, of its own choosing, as it deems appropriate. 
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1)   What are the hazards involved with blocking equipment? 

a. Unexpected movement  

 

2)   What hazards should you look for before and while in the process of blocking 

equipment?  

a. Stable ground 

b. Stability and condition of blocks 

c. Weight of the object to be blocked 

d. Are locks and tags in place 

e. The environment around your work area  

 

3)   What safe practices should be used when blocking equipment for maintenance?  

a. Always lock and tag the equipment out prior to beginning the necessary repair 

b. Block the equipment against motion of any kind  

c. Block both sides of blades and buckets, and not just on the corner 

d. When the repairs are finished, use extreme caution in removing the blocking.  It 

could have shifted or taken on added weight during the repair process 

e. Use solid, flat sided blocking material, not rotten, round or hollow material  

 

You should always make the equipment that you are blocking safe enough for your 

children or grandchildren to play there.  If you have any doubts as to if the machine is 

safe enough to work under, then you have answered your question with your doubts.  

Block that equipment better!!! 

 

4)   Which of our equipment requires blocking for maintenance?  Why?  

5)   Are any of our blocks in poor condition?  

6)   Why do we have to worry about the environment around us when performing 

maintenance work?  

7)   Has anyone had an accident near-miss while working with blocks?    

8)   Can someone demonstrate and explain the areas and proper techniques for blocking a 

dozer? 
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